ii.]           MAHOMETANISM IN THE LEVANT.             59

Arabic inscriptions, the   entire   domestic arrangement
betokens   usages  widely  different   from   those  which
regulate  the  'native-Christian'  dwelling.     The   c Sa-
lamlik,' or  men's   apartment,  being   here  exclusively
destined  to  guests  and visitors, is  smaller than the
Greek and Armenian parlour, which serves for family
accommodation also.    But in the Mahometan dwelling
this guest-room is more carefully and completely fur-
nished.   .Carpets and cushions,  often of costly work,
are laid down with prodigality; chairs and tables are
decidedly scarce.    Numerous ' sherbet' glasses, gilt or
stained, are ranged in the open cupboards along the
walls; pipes, pipetrays, nargheelehs and their accom-
paniments  stand  in  rows, though  more  from a tra-
ditional idea of the suitability of their presence than
for actual use, so universally has the cigarette super-
seded them of late years ; arms, swords, daggers, guns,
pistols, occasionally even lances, bows and arrows, all
old-fashioned, and more commendable for their inlay
of gold,  silver,   and mother  of pearl, than  for  any
practical utility, are distributed about the apartment.
Pictures, too, under certain  restrictions, are  not  un-
common ;   birds are a  favourite subject;   another is
afforded by architectural views in ultra-Chinese per-
spective,   purporting   to   represent    some   celebrated
mosque, that of Sultan Seleem, perhaps, or of Meheniet
the Conqueror ;   or, more frequently still, the Meccan
Ka'abeh, the Prophet's tomb at Medineh, or the sacred
building at Jerusalem known by the name of El-Aksa,
or * the extreme/ by some supposed to occupy the site
of Solomon's temple, by others elevated to the dignity
of the authentic Holy Sepulchre.    Also, and in still
greater abundance, choice poetical inscriptions, framed
and glazed.    Some are in Persian, some Arabic, many
in that old high-flown Stamboollee jargon, half of which